Message:  "Worship"

Date: April 23, 1999                                                                                 Revision: 6/15/2003
Teaching Pastor:    Roscoe L. De Chalus

Worship Songs:    "Majesty"

                               "Mighty is our God"    

                               "I will worship and bow down"

                               “I will worship you”

                               “How great thou Art”                             
Welcome all guests:

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 147 (Song of praise to the Almighty)   

Offertory Song: "I will worship and bow down " Instrumental Version"

Offering: Now is the time in the service where those of us who call this church their home to give back to God thankfully for what he has done for us. If you are prepared to give simply put your Tithe in the offering basket as it comes to you. Visitor’s you don’t have to give. Simply accept this service as our gift to you. 
Announcements:

                                                   Message

Opening Statement: Today we are going to learn what the Bible has to say about worship. 
But before we dive into the teaching let us pray.

Prayer:
Father God, please teach us about this very important part of our relationship with you. You deserve to be given the honor of worship by all of your creation. May we do this better as a result in Jesus name Amen.

Question:

What is Worship? 
Answer: Giving reverence and honor to God. The Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary says: Worthiness, repute, respect, reverence paid to a divine being. A person of importance, used as a title for various officials (magistrates and some mayors). Reverence offered a divine being or supernatural power, an act of expressing such reverence, a form of religious practice with its creed and ritual, extravagant respect or admiration for or devotion to an object of esteem. To perform or take in worship or an act of worship.

Reverence: Honor or respect felt or shown. Profound adoring awed respect. A gesture of respect (as a bow). The emotion inspired by what arouses one’s deep respect or veneration.
How do you worship the Lord?

Visual or Audio Aids (Optional)

Biblical Examples: Open your Bibles to Psalm 145   (Psalm146-150 optional reading)  

Ask the congregation to substitute their name in place of “I”

Chapter 145 - A psalm to bless the name of the Lord forever

 1  I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name forever and ever.

 2  Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name forever and ever.

 3  Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.

 4  One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.

 5  I will speak of the glorious honor of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.

 6  And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness.

 7  They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.

 8  The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.

 9  The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.

 10 All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee.

 11 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;

 12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

 13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.

 14 The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that are bowed down.

 15 The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou gives them their meat in due season.

 16 Thou openness thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.

 17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.

 18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.

 19 He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them.

 20 The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.

 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

Going Public: Praise in public. Open your Bibles to Psalm 18:49 “Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name.”

Worship should be limited to God.  Matthews 4:10 Satan was trying to temp Jesus but Jesus said: “away with you, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.”

Note: We were created with the need to worship God

Isaiah 43:21 “This people have I formed for myself, they shall shew forth my praise”

Our spirit requires spiritual food. We are not complete without the act of worship. That is what we were created for.

For Jesus Christ and Salvation: Open your Bibles to Ephesians 1:3-14 

Chapter 1 - Believers position in Christ

 1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to    the faithful in Christ Jesus:

 2  Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual

    blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

 4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

 5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

 6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

 7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the  forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

 8  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;

 9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself:

 10 That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

 15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;

 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

 23 Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.

Present question: When was the last time that you really cleared your mind of all of the clutter and sincerely worship God? 
If it has been a while please start. Draw near to God. Confess any sins that you may have committed that has moved you away from God. Be truthful and focused on your Creator during the worship time thus worshipping God in spirit and truth.
If you are having trouble focusing on God you could try the following:

Picture the description given in Revelations 1:12-16 in your head while you pray or worship.
Revelations 1:10-18

Chapter 1 - John's vision of seven candlesticks

 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

 11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

 12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

 13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;

 15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many  waters.

 16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

 17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

 18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Another thing you can do is focus on the Lord’s good work. There are many things that point us to our creator. Perhaps you just experience a blessing, healing, deliverance from some trouble etc…Celebrate our God!  For he is good all of the time.

Friends, God wants to hear your voice. Your voice matters to God. Let’s make sure we start to worship God with total reverence to him! If there is any unconfess sin, come clean and tell the Lord and apologize. Ask God for forgiveness and strength to correct any sinful patterns you might be in. Ask the Lord to change the things that you can’t do on your own strength.

How is worship handled in a non religious view point?
Secular USA: 

Numeral Uno: Society has been exposed to the look out for number one or the”Me” syndrome. This makes it very difficult for some to place someone above themselves. The very thought of thinking about singing songs of praise is not what comes to their minds. Think on God’s goodness, faithfulness, love and compassion he shows us. There is none worthy of all creation to be exalted to his level. The Lord deserves all of our praise. Praise Him!! 
Religious Category  Hebrews 13:15, Ephesians 5:18-20, Psalm 71,8,14 and Psalm 34:1 
Music: We can praise God in various styles of music. For example: Classical, Rock, R&B, Rap, and Country…  Are just some music categories the praises can be performed in.

Creation: The Bible says that if my people don’t praise me the rocks will cry out.

Closing Statements:

When God speaks are you going to listen? Remember that sometimes he speaks during Worship.
Have quiet for 2 minutes to allow for person prayer and reflection.

Ask the congregation: Is God speaking to you? Please listen to him. A lot hangs in the balance!

Is there anyone here that is not saved and was tapped on the shoulder to get it done today?

Please come forward to me so we can pray together and start the Baptism process. We want to welcome you into the kingdom of God. Don't be afraid. Your eternity depends on your decision. Remember you are not promise tomorrow or later. The time is now! 

If you are not ready but you want more information on becoming a Christian please speak to one of our volunteers and they will gladly give you the information you need.  

Please stand for closing Prayer:

Teach us oh God how to do what we were created to do. Worship you in spirit and in truth. Show ways to worship you and honor you. We want you to be first in our life. Please make the necessary changes in us and around us to make us better worshipers of you. 

In Jesus name Amen.
Walk out music:

How great thou Art

ROSCOE DE CHALUS: I have written this message as an act of obedience. This message was the result of leading from God. God said that all I need to preach was in me. God  said write up a sermon and see for yourself. Wow. I am in AWE. I sense that I need to write up some sermons for possible future use. 4/23/99
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